New Poll Suggests Parents' Issues Could Play Role in Upcoming Elections
New York Parents Cross-Cutting Issues Could Signal Potential Voting Bloc

A new poll by the Center for Work-Life Policy/National Parenting Association with New School
University's Milano Graduate School of Management and Urban Policy finds that, across a broad
range of issues and policies, New York parents share a great deal of common ground regardless
of gender, race, income and political party. Issues that could galvanize New York parents include
improving public education, making schools and neighborhoods safer, and easing work-family
pressures.

These are the findings of a new survey, What Will Parents Vote For In New York?, conducted by
Charney Research and released today at a forum hosted by the Milano Graduate School's Center
for New York City Affairs. The poll set out to discover what New York's parents think about a
wide range of issues and policies, and how this might affect the state's politics since parents
constitute a potentially large voting bloc in New York. Nationally, parents were 39% of the 2000
electorate, larger than other closely watched groups (seniors 14%, African-Americans 10%).

Our findings suggest that New York City and State may be ripe for the emergence of a new
political force: "parent power." Parents in New York share the same important concerns, have
an agenda of their own which flows from these concerns and the pressures in their lives, and
want state and local elected officials to pay attention. As mothers and fathers grow more aware
of the strength and coherence of "parent power," they may become a force capable of shaping the
politics of New York's towns, cities, and state house in the years to come.

One surprising finding is that there's broad agreement among parents statewide on what
should be done to improve schools. Parents overwhelmingly favor more teachers to cut class
sizes, and better teacher salaries and training as key educational reforms, rejecting easier, less
costly alternatives. Parents realize that token programs will not reverse the deep deficits in these
areas.

Highlights from the survey:

New York parents do not think their children are safe in the streets or in the schools and do
not think their children are getting a good education in the public schools. Fifty-three
percent of parents are actively worried about crime and violence, and 47 percent are worried
about education. These anxieties are particularly acute in New York City.

- Only 15% of New York City parents feel their children are very safe in their own
neighborhoods. Almost twice as many (29%) believe their neighborhoods aren't safe



including more than one out of three black and Hispanic parents who think their kids are
unsafe in their neighborhoods.

« Just 12% of New York City parents are very satisfied with the public schools while three
times as many (42%) are not satisfied.

+ Less than a third (29%) of New York City parents think their kids are safe at school and
one in five think the schools are unsafe. In the suburbs and upstate, nearly half say their
kids are only fairly safe at school (47% suburbs, 50% upstate).

+ Fewer than half of black and Hispanic parents in New York City think their kids would
run to a police officer if there were trouble on the streets.

Parents want state and local governments to make schools, guns, and crime their top
priorities. Improving education should be the top priority for the next governor (favored by
27%) and for the next Mayor or Supervisor (favored by 35% in New York City, 31% in the
suburbs, and 24% upstate).

Parents confront difficult struggles in their daily lives. Problems range from the threat of
homelessness to a time crunch created by the need to work long hours at badly paid jobs.

» The majority of parents pay over a quarter of their income for housing (41% statewide
pay between 25% and 40%, 16% pay over 40%). More than one in six New York City
families have faced homelessness.

* More than one family in five in New York State has a family member without health
insurance. In New York City, 43% immigrant-headed families and 65% of low-income
families have a member without health insurance.

Both mother and fathers say their biggest daily challenge is balancing work and family
responsibilities. New York's parents want to make more time for their kids but nearly one-third
don't think they have enough time to do so. Despite challenges and struggles, parents focus on
their kids and on policies that would make the greatest difference to them. Parents strongly
support a range of pocketbook, education, and safety measures:

* New York parents overwhelmingly support expanding New York's Temporary Disability
Insurance (81% in favor, 10% opposed). Parents top preference is for adding six weeks
additional maternity leave (44 % support). More than seven out of ten parents are willing
to pay for this benefit.

* Ninety-four percent support raising the minimum wage so that all full time workers are
above the poverty line (including 92% of those in families with incomes over $60,000).

* More than nine out of ten parents favor eliminating the sales tax on children's necessities
like diapers, school materials, and car seats.

*  Over 90% favor funding to reduce class sizes to a maximum of 20 students in grades K-3.

Parents retain their faith in the efficacy of government. Despite their critical take on public
services, moms and dads remain convinced that, with the right leadership, government could
deliver good schools, safe streets and decent housing. Roughly four-fifths of parents believe that
state and local governments could do something about their concerns, but only about two-fifths



think public officials at either level are actually doing much of anything for them. More than half
believe public officials are doing nothing or not very much at all.

The CWLP/NPA commissioned Charney Research, a New York polling firm, to conduct a New
York State telephone survey of parents. This poll was undertaken in mid-June 2001, following
up on the NPA's three previous nationwide polls on the attitudes of American parents. Visit the
publications section of our site, http://www.worklifepolicy.org, for the full report, What Will
Parents Vote For In New York?. Support for fieldwork was provided by grants from United Way
of New York City and the New York Community Trust. Additional support was provided by the
Annie E. Casey Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation.
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